
 

 

20 January 2025 – Draft    
Summonses to the Meeting of Sampford Peverell Parish Council to be held at the Memorial Hall, 
Lower Town on 20 January 2025, starting at 7.00 pm, were distributed with the agenda and posted 
on the website 14 January 2025.  
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Sampford Peverell Parish Council 
held on 20 January 2025 at the Memorial Hall 

 
Present, 
Councillors T Burt (Chair), D Bartin, C Cottrell, A Fasey, A Mackenzie and S Taylor together with 
Councillor Westcott (MDDC Ward Councillor) and S McGeever (Clerk).  
 
Councillor Burt opened the meeting at 7.00pm and welcomed all present. 
 

2024/25/028/1 - Open Forum 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

2024/25/028/2 - Apologies and Co-options 
Apologies had been received from Councillors Castle, O’Connell and Williams together with 
Councillor Lock (MDDC Ward Councillor) and Councillor R Radford (DCC Councillor). 
 

2024/25/028/3 - Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

2024/25/028/4 - Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 
18 November 2024 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 November were a true record of 
proceedings and they were duly initialled and signed by the Chair.  
 

2024/25/028/5 Matters Arising from the minutes and actions 
The Clerk had prepared a list of actions required as follows: 

a) VAT  

Reported under Finance. 

b) Public Convenience  

Following informal discussions with a Planning Officer, the Clerk had submitted the 

application for the change of use of part of the Public Convenience. 

Action: Clerk to monitor 

It was noted that the hedge between the play park and the tennis club required cutting.  The 
hedge was owned by the Tennis Club. 

 Action: Clerk to contact Tree Wardens 
c) Review of financial arrangements between Village Hall and Parish Council 

On hold until the VAT issue had been resolved. 

d) Review of core documents and any new documents 

This process was ongoing. 

e) Purchase of a projector 

The Clerk had brought a projector to try out at the meeting.  The Parish Council felt it 

assisted with the meeting when projected onto a white wall. 

Action: Councillor Burt to look to see if he had a projector in his home office. 
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f) SP Traffic Working Group 

It has been agreed that Councillors Burt, Castle and Williams (Road Warden) would organise 

the group and identify interested members of the public.  The key issues were: 

- Speed limits in the village 

- Parking on the road opposite the Tiverton Parkway junction (exacerbated when there 

was disruption on lines operated by Great Western Railways).  The cost of parking was 

also an issue and this encouraged people to park on the road.  The Clerk would raise the 

matter again with Devon County Council Highways.  If double yellow lines were put on 

the road where parking currently took place, it was likely to move nearer to the village 

centre. 

g) Connecting the Culm/Spratford Stream 

Councillor Burt had nothing to report. 

h) Climate change statement 

Councillor Burt advised that further action was required but the implementation of an 

Emergency Plan and a Neighbourhood Plan needed to take precedence. 

Action: Councillor Burt 

i) Defibrillator cabinets and lighting 

Councillor Taylor and Mackenzie advised that this was an ongoing project that they hoped to 

complete in the relatively near future given the cost was low and the Parish Council had 

RESOLVED that it should be undertaken at their earliest convenience.  The defibrillator unit 

at the Village Hall was now lit. 

Action: Councillors Mackenzie and Taylor 

j) Trees at The Brendons 

The Clerk had an ongoing dialogue with DCC Highways regarding the pollarding of the trees 

on The Brendons and had written to the Neighbourhood Highways Officer again. 

k) CCTV in car park 

Mid Devon District Council had advised that they did not intend to put CCTV in the car park.  

There were rules and regulations governing the use of CCTV.  There was a possibility a 

camera could be situated at the Village Hall or on a nearby premises. 

Action: Clerk 

l) Sampford Peverell Charity Lands 

The Parish Clerk was asked to investigate if the charity was still active. 

Action: Clerk 

m) Bench at Battons Cross 

Councillor Taylor advised that the bench at Battons Cross was very repairable and could be 

done with limited funds.  The Parish Council RESOLVED to get the bench mended. 

Action: Councillors Mackenzie and Taylor 

n) Overhanging hedges 

Following correspondence, overhanging hedges had been cut by the Tree Wardens. 

Where the hedges affected the electricity lines, the National Grid would cut them on the first 

occasion, but hedges were supposed to be maintained by the owner. 

It was noted the Tree Wardens and volunteers were planting trees to cover the possible 

housing development near the canal. 

o) Turnpike 

The Clerk had written to Devon County Council Highways to find out if the audit report was 

now available. 

Action: Clerk to monitor 

p) Bus stop repairs 

The Clerk had received one quotation and had asked two other companies to quote.   

Action: Bring quotations to the next meeting 
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q) Mid Devon Wildlife grant 

Councillor Mackenzie advised that the information had been passed to those with sufficient 

land. 

r) Emergency Plan 

Councillor Bartin had sent the draft plan to councillors.  The next step would be to call a 

meeting of the parish and information would be put in the next Parish magazine.   The Devon 

Association of Local Councils and/or Devon Communities Together would be invited. 

s) Neighbourhood Plan 

The Clerk would advise the date of the neighbourhood plan meeting which had been 

postponed due to changes in the National Planning Policy Framework and the Government 

White Paper on Devolution. 

t) Review of assets and programme of risk assessments and safety checks 
In the absence of Councillor Williams, no report was given. 

u) Ash tree on the recreation ground 
This could come off the agenda as it was the responsibility of the Village Hall. 

 

2024/25/028/6 Planning 
a) Consultation requests received since the last full Parish Council meeting: 
 
24/01816/CAT  
Proposal: Notification of intention to fell 1 Sycamore tree within the Conservation Area  
Location: Church House 2 Higher Town Sampford Peverell  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 302925 / 114217  
Parish: Sampford Peverell 42 
 
The Parish Council felt the MDDC Tree Officer would decide the application in line with planning 
legislation following a 5-day notice application. (see Decisions below) 
 
Existing applications: 
 
24/00656/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of a double garage  
Location: 26 Higher Town Sampford Peverell Tiverton  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 302703 / 114255  
Parish: Sampford Peverell 42  
 
The Clerk had circulated information received from the Planning Officer in response to the Parish 
Council’s comments and questions.  It was noted that these comments and questions did not appear 
on the planning portal. 
Action: Clerk to contact MDDC and ensure the Parish Council’s comments and questions were visible 
on the planning portal. 
 
b) decisions notified by MDDC 
 
24/01816/CAT – APPROVED – 14 JANUARY 2025 
Proposal: Notification of intention to fell 1 Sycamore tree within the Conservation Area  
Location: Church House 2 Higher Town Sampford Peverell Tiverton 
 
c) enforcement matters 
ENF/22/00302/RURAL - 31/10/22 
Construction of pond 
Land off Station Road, Sampford Peverell 
No update has been received. 
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d) any other planning matters and planning correspondence 
Planter at Edenstone – The Clerk was awaiting information on the new contact at Edenstone. 
 

2024/25/028/7 – Finance 
a) Financial figures for 2024/25 
 
Reserve Account (Unity) 
Balance on 30 September 2024     £22152.57 
 Receipts 
Balance on 31 October 2024    £22152.57 
 
Balance on 31 October 2024     £22152.57 
 Receipts 
  Transfer from 4353   £  5000.00 
Balance on 30 November 2024    £27152.57 
 
Balance on 30 November 2024    £27152.57 
 Receipts 
  Interest     £    165.81 
Balance on 31 December 2024    £27318.38 
 
Current Account (Unity) 
Balance on 30 September 2024    £   2025.68 
 Receipts 
  Precept     £   9646.50   11672.18 

Payments 
S Bartin (plumbing)   £    300.00 
S McGeever    £    387.62 
HMRC     £      96.80  
PKF (Audit)    £    252.00 
Npower (Public Con)   £      55.87 
Service Charge    £        5.40 £1097.69 

Balance on 31 October 2024    £10574.49 
 
Balance on 31 October 2024    £10574.49 
 Receipts 
 Payments   

B/P to: NPower PUBLIC CON £54.48  
B/P to: HMRC PAYE £96.80  
B/P to: Susan McGeever WAGES - MONTH 7 £387.62  
Transfer to 20504366  £5,000.00  
B/P to: R Horrocks TELEPHONE BOX £41.69  
B/P to: Burt TRAIN FARE £5.95  
B/P to: DALC TRAINING £72.00  
B/P to: NPower PUBLIC CON £51.66  
B/P to: G'day Gardening TOILETS  £1,415.00  
B/P to: Bartin Plumbing PUBLIC CON £300.00  
B/P to: Emily Castle SHOWCASE £75.97  
B/P to: Burt TRAIN FARE £5.25  
Service Charge  £6.00 £7,512.42 

Balance on 30 November 2024     £  3062.07 
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Balance on 30 November 2024    £   3062.07 
 Receipts     £         0.00 

Payments 

B/P to: HMRC PAYE £127.60 

B/P to: Pennon Water PUBLIC CON £127.65 

B/P to: PCC of Sampford  GRANT  £350.00 

B/P to: CHAT GRANT £50.00 

B/P to: Mid Devon Mob GRANT  £50.00 

B/P to: Susan McGeever WAGES - MONTH 8 £509.70 

Service Charge  £6.00 
         £1220.95 
Balance on 31 December 2024    £  1841.12 
 
The cumulative bank reconciliation was presented at the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
b) Payments/receipts made since the last meeting not listed above 
S McGeever    £  403.10 
HMRC     £  100.60 
Npower     £    52.17 £555.87 
 
c) Authority to pay accounts rendered  
Npower     £    54.48 
MDDC Grass Cutting   £1720.75 
Microsoft (Clerk)   £    59.99 
The Parish Council RESOLVED to make the payments given above. 
 
d) VAT situation 
In the absence of Councillor O’Connell, the Parish Council RESOLVED to write to the Village Hall 
Committee stating that the VAT situation needed to be sorted out given that the Village Hall had 
received the money that HMRC had advised must be repaid.  Failure to make the payments may 
result in fines and interest which was not in line the Parish Council’s duty to protect the expenditure 
of public money.  The Parish Council had spoken to HMRC, relayed the conversation to the Chair of 
the Village Hall Committee and the need for them to speak to HMRC, given they were the final 
recipient of the funds. 
 
It was noted that when the VAT situation had been identified by the Clerk and advise had been from 
the Devon Association of Local Council’s VAT adviser, the recommendation had been that the funds 
should be returned to HMRC immediately and not passed on to the Village Hall.  This 
recommendation was not followed. 
Action: Clerk to draft and circulate a letter for signature with a reply by date of 14 days for onward 
transmission to the Village Hall Committee 
 
e) New Financial Regulations vs Standing Orders 
The Clerk advised that she believed the new financial regulations and standing orders were in the line 
and the Parish Council asked this be brought to the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk 
 
f) Valencia Communities Fund 
The correspondence had been forward to the Village Hall Committee for action. 
 
g) Grant applications 
The Clerk was asked to bring this matter to the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk 
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2024/25/028/8 Reports from Councillors not considered under item 5 
a) Communications & Engagement (publicity)  
Councillor Cottrell advised there was nothing to report on social media. 
 
Councillor Mackenzie asked if the issue of ‘dog poo’ on the canal had been raised with MDDC and the 
Clerk responded that she had contacted both MDDC and the ranger at the Grand Western Canal. 
 
Councillor Mackenzie raised the question of DNA testing, and it was noted that owners of dogs would 
have to consent to DNA testing. 
 
Councillor Mackenzie felt an alternative method of Parish Councillors staying in touch such as 
WhatsApp would be of assistance.  His preference was for Signal given that WhatsApp was not 
auditable. 
 
An alternative solution was Teams Chat which would be more secure. 
Action: Clerk to contact DALC 

 
b) Climate Change and environmental issues 
Councillor Burt noted that the Climate Emergency had been declared in 2020.  A special meeting 
would be called to move the project forward once other Plans had been progressed. 

 
c)  Roads, Pavements/Road Safety  
The Parish Council RESOLVED to merge items c) and g) together. 
 
The Clerk had followed up on all outstanding highways matters and was awaiting responses. 
 
d)  Public Convenience Development Group 
Councillor Taylor asked that Councillor O’Connell be replaced by Councillor Williams on the Public 
Convenience Development Group.  The Parish Council RESOLVED to make this change to the 
development group. 
 
It was noted that Councillor O’Connell had a key given his cleaning duties and Councillor Taylor had a 
key which was currently with an electrician to wire up the heater. 
  
e)  Affordable Housing 
Councillor Burt advised that there was nothing to report. 
 
f)   DAAT  
Councillor Taylor advised that the Cricket Club were testing the lights on a regular basis. 
 
g)  Highways 
See c) above. 
 
h)  Footpaths 
Councillor Burt advised there was nothing to report. 
 

2024/25/028/9 Discussions with DCC Member Cllr Ray Radford and with  
MDDC Ward Members, Cllrs Lock and Westcott 
Councillor Radford’s report had been circulated to the Parish Council.  There were no questions 
raised. 
Councillor Westcott advised that the key topic of discussion was the Government White Paper on 
Devolution and the move for Devon to become a unitary authority and whether further consultation 
would be initiated. 
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South West Water would be attending the MDDC Scrutiny Committee and the Parish Council could 
submit questions. 
 

2024/25/028/10 Brief reports from Parish Council representatives on any recent activities 
a) Village Hall and Recreation Ground Charity Committee  
In the absence of Councillor O’Connell, no report was given. 
 
b) Grand Western Canal Joint Advisory Committee 
Councillor Taylor advised he could not attend the next meeting of the committee.  On the planning 
front, an Appeal had been lodged against MDDC’s refusal to permit 100 houses being built at 
Tidcombe Hall.  Given its impact on the Grand Western Canal, parishes adjoining the canal were 
being asked to comment. 
Action: Bring forward to the next meeting 
 
c)  Sampford Peverell and District Twinning Association  
In the absence of Councillor Castle, no report was given. 
  
d)  Tree Warden 
The Parish Council noted the Tree Warden’s report. 
 
Councillor Burt asked the Clerk to check on the need for risk assessments and insurance when 
volunteers were working with the Tree Warden. 
Action: Clerk 
 
The Clerk would raise the matter of the trees near the public convenience with the Tree Warden. 
Action: Clerk 
 

2024/25/028/11 Matters for the next meeting 
Christmas decorations – possible lights competition to be announced at the Annual Parish Meeting 
and a work group to improve Sampford Peverell’s Christmas lights.  Suggestions included lights in the 
play park with a Christmas tree decorated by the local school children.  It was noted the Santa Run 
took place on 23 December each year. 
 
Councillor Taylor raise the idea of a permanent ‘growing’ Christmas tree. 
 

2024/25/028/12 – Next meetings of the Parish Council 
The dates of the next meetings are: 
 
24 February 2025 (limited agenda) 
17 March 2025 (full agenda) 
21 April 2025 (full agenda/signing off of the accounts) 
 
It was noted that councillor training was booked for 3 February 2025 at 6pm with councillors 
attending from other parishes. 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.00pm 
 
 
 
Signed _________________________________                      Date: _____________________________ 
Chair 
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